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Department of Chemistry
Hope College
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Professional Experience

Professor of Chemistry, Hope College, Holland, MI July 2018 - Present
Schaap Research Fellow Oct 2013 – Present
Interim Department Chair Jan 2022 – July 2022

Member, Editorial Board, Organic Reactions January 2018 – Present

Associate Professor of Chemistry, Hope College July 2013 – June 2018

Assistant Professor of Chemistry, Hope College July 2007 – June 2013
Towsley Research Scholar Nov 2009 – Aug 2013

Postdoctoral Fellow Jan 2005 – July 2007
NIH Postdoctoral Fellow (2006 – 2007)
Colorado State University, Fort Collins, CO
Prof. Tomislav Rovis

Enantioselective desymmetrization of meso carboxylic anhydrides – use in natural product synthesis
Development of carbon dioxide fixation methodology

Referee for over a dozen journals, including:
Journal of the American Chemical Society, Chemical Society Reviews, Chemical Communications,
Journal of Organometallic Chemistry, Tetrahedron Letters, Organic and Biomolecular Chemistry,
Nature: Chemistry, Organometallics, Synthesis, Organic Letters, ACS Catalysis

Reviewer for several granting agencies, including:
National Science Foundation, American Chemical Society Petroleum Research Fund, Research
Corporation, Murdoch Trust

Education

Ph. D. in Chemistry Sept 2000 – Dec 2004
University of Wisconsin-Madison
Advisor: Prof. Charles P. Casey
Thesis Title: Analysis of a Hydroxycyclopentadienyl Ruthenium Hydride Ligand-Metal Bifunctional

Catalyst: Reactivity, Mechanistic Studies and the Development of More Active and Selective Catalysts

B.A. in ACS Chemistry (Magna cum laude) Sept 1996 – May 2000
Gustavus Adolphus College, St. Peter, MN
Advisor: Prof. Brian A. O’Brien

Supervised Research Experience

Doctoral Research
University of Wisconsin-Madison with Prof. Charles P. Casey Sept 2000 – Dec 2004
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Reaction mechanism elucidation of hydrogenation catalysis through kinetic and isotoisot
thr
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Research Mentor

To date, 107 students have participated in research within the Johnson Lab, accounting for a
cumulative 318 semesters/summer of active research.

Students include: 90 Hope College Undergraduates
- 14 underrepresented minority students
- 22 external students
- 11 high school students

Of the 90 college graduates to date:
- 40 enrolled in graduate school for chemistry (21 PhD, 1 MS to date) ï at MIT, Princeton,

UC-Irvine, Wisconsin, Michigan, Columbia, Duke, North Carolina, Rochester, Georgia,
Chicago, Emory, Auckland, Indiana, Notre Dame, Michigan State, UC-Davis, Illinois,
Penn State, Colorado State

- 11 enrolled in medical school (5 MDs, 1 DO to date) ï at Michigan, Michigan State,
Minnesota, Kirksville, Rush, Cincinnati, Western Michigan

- 7 enrolled in dental school (3 DDSs to date) ï at Michigan, Marquette, Detroit Mercy
- 4 enrolled in graduate school for education (all teaching middle or high school science) ï

Teach for America, Teach Kentucky, Notre Dame, Purdue
- 1 enrolled in law school (IUPUI)
- 28 are currently employed in the chemical industry

Students have combined to give 356 research presentations, including 88 at regional
meetings and 44 at national conferences.

Notable External Awards Received by Undergraduate Researc怀 es�ing
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Book Chapter
Johnson, Jeffrey B. “Rin�




